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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to an amendment filed August 27, 2004. Claims 1-127, 
133, 141-144 and 147-231 were previously pending, with claims 1-127 and 147-231 withdrawn 
from consideration. 

2. The declaration under 37 CFR 1.132 filed August 27, 2004 is sufficient to overcome the 
rejection of claim 133 based upon the Preuss et al. reference (U.S. Patent No. 6,156,953). 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions 
be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .3 12. To 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the 
fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Robert Gould on October 29 and November 3, 2004. 
The application has been amended as follows: 

Cancel claims 1-127 and 147-231 without prejudice. 

Subsitute the following claim 141 for claim 141 currently present in the application: 
Claim 141 : A transgenic plant comprising a minichromosome vector, wherein said vector 
comprises a plant centromere and a telomere sequence and wherein said minichromosome vector 
comprises a nucleic acid sequence consisting of SEQ ID NO:4. 

Reasons for Allowance 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Applicants' invention 
a method for preparing a transgenic plant cell by contacting a starting Arabidopsis thaliana plant 
cell with a recombinant DNA construct comprising Arabidopsis thaliana centromere, and a vector 



is 
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comprising a plant centromere and telomere sequence of SEQ ID NO: 4. No references were found 
teaching or suggesting vectors comprising SEQ ID NO: 4 or a method of preparing transgenic 
Arabidopsis thaliana cell by contacting the cell with Arabidopsis thaliana centromere. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Teresa E Strzelecka whose telephone number is (571) 272-0789. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Gary Benzion can be reached on (571) 272-0782. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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